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Great things happen when 
we all work together! The 
partnerships we have with 
so many of you through your 
memberships, donations, and 
committed relationships are 
the heartbeat of our success. 
Our achievements of 2012 are 
truly a testament to the power 
of collaboration. 

The year 2012 was a great year for Audubon Texas 
education. We served 30,000 students and hosted nearly 
60,000 total visitors at our Audubon Centers around the 
state. These centers — Trinity River Audubon Center in 
Dallas, Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center at Cedar Hill, 
and Mitchell Lake Audubon Center in San Antonio – are 
flagships in the national network of Audubon Centers. As 
Texans, we are proud our state is home to these beautiful 
places and meaningful conservation education hubs.

We worked steadily to address continued conservation 
challenges this past year. While the Texas coast is the most 
popular rest stop for migrating birds in all of North America, 
the health of this ecosystem is constantly threatened by 
reduced freshwater inflow and water pollution, erosion, 
and habitat fragmentation. Audubon Texas continues 
the tradition we began in 1923 as a reliable steward of 
environmentally sensitive habitats along the coast and 
we are grateful for the many partnerships supporting 
our efforts. Additionally, we are thankful for the tireless 
support of volunteers and donors that enable this work. 
This year we maintained and protected colonial waterbird 
rookeries in every major bay system along the coast — 179 
islands in all. With your help, we will grow this impact in 
the future.

Finally, 2012 has been a year of great change at Audubon 
Texas. We have many new faces in the Audubon Texas 
family, including my own. We are forming a new leadership 
team in 2013 that will welcome a new state director of 
development and a new director for the Dogwood Canyon 
Audubon Center at Cedar Hill. 

We are wrapping up a year of transition coupled with 
great accomplishment; 2013 holds potential for even more 
conservation and education success. The future is bright as 
we honor your support and partnership and our role as a 
conservation and education leader in the state.

Your partner in Texas, 

Brian Trusty
Executive Director
Audubon Texas

“We are working to 
cultivate the next 
generation of Texas 
conservationists.”

—Ben Jones,  
Center Director, 

Trinity River Audubon Center
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•	 Trinity River Audubon Center (TRAC) in Dallas, 
now in its fourth year, serves nearly 50,000 guests and over 
24,000 students a year. In 2012, TRAC launched a new program, 
“Conservation Workshop,” which engages students in direct 
conservation action. Through carefully-crafted conservation 
education programs, students are learning about local threats 
to birds and other wildlife and engineering solutions to these 
threats. 

•	 In its first full year of operation, Dogwood Canyon 
Audubon Center at Cedar Hill welcomed over 9,000 
visitors, including 3,000 children from 7 school districts.

•	 Mitchell Lake Audubon Center in San Antonio 
provided over 4,000 students with hands-on education 
programs, held its first summer science camp for area youth, 
and began a 5th year of volunteer projects as a Toyota 
TogetherGreen volunteer site.

•	 Sabal Palm Audubon Sanctuary is open and 
operating under a successful partnership with Gorgas Science 
Foundation.  Sabal Palm remains one of the most treasured 
birding locations in Texas and is serving children and adults 
who are both residents and visitors to the Rio Grande Valley. 

Audubon Centers and Education
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A list of all 20 Audubon-affiliated chapters can be found on 
our website at audubontexas.org

Protecting Texas’ Natural Heritage
Chapters and Important Bird Areas

We work with local Audubon chapters to promote 
conservation efforts across Texas through the identification 
of Important Bird Areas. Working with public and private 
landowners,  Audubon Texas and local chapters are pinpointing 
the best remaining habitats for birds. Once critical habitats 
have been identified, the all-important work of developing 
and implementing conservation strategies begins.

In April 2011, Audubon Texas awarded a grant to Bexar 
Audubon Society to facilitate data collection of the 
Southernmost Edwards Plateau region in northwestern 
Bexar County. This 12,500-acre area includes mature Ashe 
Junipers which are vital for nesting success of Golden-
cheeked Warblers. Golden-cheeked Warblers migrate from 
Central America each spring to breed and raise their young 
in Central Texas, but encroaching development and habitat 
loss are constant threats to their reproductive success. By 
identifying areas of critical habitat, we hope to maximize our 
conservation impact by focusing our efforts on the most vital 
areas for birds, and raise awareness about their importance. 

In summer 2012, the Southernmost Edwards Plateau 
region was accepted as a Globally-significant Important 
Bird Area for endangered Golden-cheeked Warblers. This 
designation brings global attention to Bexar County and the 
importance of preserving the unique habitat that Golden-
cheeked Warblers rely on amidst the continued pressure 
of development from a growing city. This is an important 
step in the protection of Golden-cheeked Warblers and 
other wildlife in this area. Audubon Texas will continue 
to work with Bexar Audubon Society and state, city and 
private landowners to protect our great natural heritage.

Photos: Reddish Egret (Greg Dimijian);  
Royal Tern (Alan D. Wilson/naturespicsonline.com)
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Protecting Texas’ Natural Heritage
Coastal Stewardship Program

Our 90-year legacy of protecting birds along the Texas 
coast has renewed emphasis with the launch of Audubon’s 
new strategic plan. The plan is bringing unprecedented 
focus to our work as we look at conservation on a “flyway 
scale” to impact bird populations at a hemispheric level. 
The Audubon Texas Coastal Stewardship Program is a 
leader in providing data vital to setting priorities in the 
Central Flyway, as well as across the five Gulf states. 
In addition to a new coast-wide conservation plan for 
rookery islands, Audubon Texas is leading efforts to 
develop and improve a web-based bird census database 
that will help us and other conservation partners greatly 
enhance our understanding of bird populations.

Island Highlights: 

Weather patterns in 2012 created many challenges along 
the coast—several sites experienced washouts due to 
high tides and storms on the upper- and mid-coast areas. 
Some species may still be experiencing low populations 
due to last year’s devastating drought, and many ground-
nesting birds are having difficulty finding suitable nesting 
habitat. Erosion continues to seriously threaten many 
colonies throughout the coast. Audubon, along with 
partners, is studying possible strategies and resources to 
help stop and reverse this threat.

However, despite these challenges—and thanks to the 
efforts of our dedicated staff and volunteers—roughly 
half of the species populating our three major sites 
remained stable or increased. On North Deer, Sundown, 
and Green Islands, several waterbird species had 
significant population increases during 2012 as compared 
to 2011: Little Blue Heron averaged an increase of 93%, 
Reddish Egret increased by 64%, Tricolored Heron by 
57%, White Ibis by 62%, and White-faced Ibis by 70%. 
Major decreases in some ground-nesting species (Black 
Skimmer and Royal Tern) and shrub-nesting species 
(Neotropic Cormorant and Snowy Egret) will continue 
to receive our full attention as we work with chapters, 
agencies, and other partners to address these declines.
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Thank You For Your Annual Support
Gifts received 7/1/2011 – 6/30/2012

$100,000–$999,999
Anonymous
City of Cedar Hill—Economic Development 

Corporation
City of Dallas—Park & Recreation 

Department
Barbara & Earl Doolin
The Jonesville Foundation
Eugene McDermott Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
The Boone Family Foundation
Houston Endowment Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Clifford L. Thomson

$25,000–$49,999
The Boeing Company
Mr. Charles C. Butt
Joe M. & Doris R. Dealey Family Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation
The Favrot Fund
H.E. Butt Grocery Company
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
The Honorable & Mrs. Michael C. Petty
Deedie & Rusty Rose
San Antonio Water System
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.

$10,000–$24,999
Anonymous
Billie & Bruce Ballengee
The Catto Charitable Foundation
Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable 

Foundation of 1992
Ms. Reba Collins
Laura & Walter Elcock
Fluor Foundation
Gayden Family Foundation
James A. `Buddỳ  Davidson Charitable 

Foundation
Heather & Martin Kohout
Ms. Pam Luce
Pine Tree Conservation Society, Inc.
Stemmons Foundation
Texas Parks & Wildlife Department
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Valero Energy Foundation

$5,000–$9,999
Altria Group, Inc.
Ms. Donna Bailey
Anne & Brent Brown
Mr. Bart B. Brown
Ms. Lisa Canter
Ms. Kaleta A. Doolin
Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
Ms. Sarah E. Harte & Mr. John S. Gutzler
The Jacob & Terese Hershey Foundation
The Tim & Karen Hixon Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. David Hurt
Malcolm C. Damuth Foundation
Ann & Jim McMullan
Sara K. Minton & Laura D. Williams
Estate Of Virginia T. Newman
Mr. Joseph Orr
Jane & Charles Pak
Rackspace Managed Hosting
Mr. & Mrs. Lonnie T. Samford
Earl C. Sams Foundation, Inc.
Lee Wilson McMullan Fund of the San 

Antonio Area Foundation
Steve & Martha Hixon Family Foundation
Tesoro Companies, Inc.
Texas Instruments
The Trull Foundation
V. H. McNutt Memorial Foundation
Wild Birds Unlimited

$1,000–$4,999
Susan & Warren Albert
Ms. Claire Alexander
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation
Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable Trust
Ashleys Private School
Robert & Margaret Ayres
Kenneth & Susan Barry
Mr. Charles M. Bartlett
Bexar Audubon Society
Mr. George Lambert Bristol
The Bryant & Nancy Hanley Foundation, 

Inc.
Dale & Cathy Bush
Mr. & Mrs. M. W. Carr
Preston Caveness
Dr. D.H. Cawthon
Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Chief Oil & Gas LLC
City of San Antonio
Communities Foundation of Texas
Mr. Brian Connery
Deneise & Dennis Conrad
Mr. James A. Deeken
Environmental Protection Agency
Fidelity Investments Charitable Gift Fund
Ms. Amy Fikes
Shari & David Finfrock
Frost
Mr. Stephen Fuqua & Dr. Tania Homayoun 
Mr. J. Patrick Galloway
Galloway Research Service, Inc.
Jill E. Goff
Mr. & Mrs. Terry Gottberg
Green Haven Industries
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew P. Halle
The Honorable Deborah Hankinson
Christopher Harte & Dr. Katherine Pope
Anne Haskel 

Janet Hendricks
Mr. Bryan Simpson Hixon
Mr. & Mrs. George C. Hixon
Mr. Roger Hollister, D.D.S. & 

Mrs. Nancy A. Evans, D.D.S.
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Bunker Hunt
Patsy & Tom Inglet
John F. Clark Company, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Junker
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Keliher
Kohl`s
Mrs. Eleanor Krebs
Ms. Barbara C. Kyse
The Lebowitz Family Foundation
Ms. Martha V. Leonard
Docent at Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
Carolyn & Jack Long
Mr. & Mrs. Jay W. Lorch
Bobby B. Lyle
Ms. Julia Marsden
Mr. Robert R. Matejek
Mr. Robert McCurdy
Dr. Patricia A. McGill
Milberger Landscaping, Inc.
Drs. Catherine & Mark Milbourn
Ms. Carolyn L. Miller
Mitchell Lake Wetlands Society, Inc.
MM Terry Ranch, Ltd.
Kay Y. Moran
NuStar Logistics, L.P.
Anne & Chuck Parrish
Jennifer Lassiter & Bruce Pauley
Ms. Paula Peters
Andrew Porter Foundation
Nancy & Tal Roberts
Mr. William “Billy” Rodriguez
Salado Creek Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Larry D. Sall
San Antonio Audubon Society
Mrs. Jan S. Sanders
Jenny and Lonnie Samford
Phyllis & Roger Sherman
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Shivers
Jane & Jim Shouse
Mr. Jesse Shumway
Mr. Charles Sloan
Julie & Dennis Stacy
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas Inc.
Ms. Suzanne Tuttle
Union Pacific Foundation
USAA Foundation
Rachael & Ben Vaughan Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Hunter Williams
Whole Earth Provision Co.
Jim & Betsy Winn
Debra L. Witter & Scott Chase
Mr. & Mrs. Michael S. Wolfson
Wolverine World Wide



37%

20%

33%

10%

Management & Administration

Sanctuaries & Centers

Science & Conservation

Education Programs

Expenses

Financial Summary
Audubon Texas is deeply grateful for all the generous 
contributions supporting our work to conserve and restore 
natural ecosystems and bring environmental education 
programs to tens of thousands of school children.

As indicated below, we are proud to report 90% of every dollar 
contributed to Audubon Texas goes directly to conservation 
and education programs in our state.
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45%

23%

20%

2% 10%

Income

Individuals

Foundations

Corporations

Government Grants

Earned Income

Grinnell Legacy Society
Thank you for including Audubon 
in your planned giving:

Alexander Adams

Carlos Araoz

Mary Lee Archer*

Stephanie Barko*

Charles M. Bartlett*

Ronald Blair

Travis Bullock

Rita D. Dawson

Lorna and Dodge Engleman*

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Heppner*

Mrs. J. W. Terry Hershey

Philip Huey*

Louise and Robert Hutchinson

Patsy and Tom Inglet*

Joanne Karges

M. Jean and Joseph Krause*

Ms. Barbara Kyse*

Mary Lancaster*

Dr. Ruth Lofgren*

Mr. & Mrs. Jay W. Lorch

Lisa Meacham*

Homer Murray

Richard E. Norris*

Jerrold H. Rehmar*

Barbara Richert

Jan J. Roberts*

Marita Roos*

Dr. & Mrs. Larry D. Sall*

Dr. Sue Ellen Smith & Jackson Kelly Smith, Jr.

Nancy Strickland

Douglas M. Stuart

Lydia B. Test*

*Gifts designated to Audubon Texas

To ensure that your planned gift or bequest is specifically 
designated for Texas programs, it is important to designate 
“Audubon Texas” as the beneficiary.



Our Mission and Vision

Audubon’s mission is to 

conserve and restore natural 

ecosystems, focusing on birds, 

other wildlife, and their habitats 

for the benefit of humanity and 

the earth’s biological diversity.

Audubon Texas is the state 

program of the National Audubon 

Society, dedicated for 100 years to 

protecting birds, other wildlife, and 

their habitats. With chapters and 

partners we protect and manage 

colonial waterbird populations in 

every major bay system on the 

Texas Gulf Coast, identify and 

conserve the most important 

sites for birds statewide, and are 

working to reach 50,000 students 

annually through conservation 

education and stewardship action 

at three urban Audubon Centers.

Sean Fitzgerald

Board of Directors: George L. Bristol, Chair; Dr. Andrew Sansom, Vice-Chair;
Anne Brown, Secretary; Lynn Brown; Jill Goff; David Litman; Jay Lorch;
Paula Peters; Robert Potts; Dr. Larry Sall; Jim Winn

State Office
Brian Trusty 
Executive Director

Jennifer Pearson 
Director of Development

214.370.9735, ext. 16 
2904 Swiss Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75204 
http://audubontexas.org 
audubontexas@audubon.org

Conservation
Iliana Peña 
Director of Conservation 
210.913.9798
510 S. Congress Ave, #102
Austin, TX 78704

Dogwood Canyon Audubon 
Center at Cedar Hill
Dr. Tania Homayoun
Interim Center Director
469.526.1980
1206 West F.M. 1382
Cedar Hill, TX 75104

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
Susan Albert 
Center Director 
210.628.1639 
10750 Pleasanton Road 
San Antonio, TX 78221

Trinity River Audubon Center
Ben Jones
Center Director
214.309.5810
6500 Great Trinity Forest Way
Dallas, TX 75217


