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GCGV PROJECT COMPANIES TO DONATE $90,000  

FOR LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHARITIES 
 
Portland, TX – The Gulf Coast Growth Ventures (GCGV) Project today announced $90,000 in 
contributions to local environmental charities for 2018 through grants provided by ExxonMobil 
Foundation and SABIC. The grants are part of GCGV’s Good Neighbor Program, which includes a four-
fold focus on quality of life, health and safety, education and workforce development, and 
environmental stewardship.   
 
Recipient organizations include the National Audubon Society for their work to preserve local Whooping 
Crane habitats, the Coastal Bend Bays and Estuaries Program for their ongoing work in the region, the 
Texas State Aquarium for their animal rehabilitation programs, the University of Texas Marine Science 
Institute (UTMSI) to help in Hurricane Harvey recovery, and the Texas A&M University Corpus Christi 
Harte Research Institute for their oyster recycling habitat project. 
 
“Each of these organizations conducts important environmental research and recovery efforts for the 
Coastal Bend region,” said GCGV Venture Executive Rob Tully.  “Partnering with these groups is just one 
way we are fulfilling our commitment to be a good steward of the environment.” 
 
“Both ExxonMobil and SABIC are industry leaders in working with communities to meet local needs, and 
our Good Neighbor Program is this project’s commitment to do so here – even before we have an 
operating plant,” said Mohammed Al-Wakeel, General Manager, US Growth Projects, SABIC.    
 
Brian Trusty, National Audubon Society Central Flyway Vice President, said, “The National Audubon 
Society is pleased to work with ExxonMobil in protecting critical habitat for endangered and threatened 
birds on the Texas coast, including the iconic Whooping Crane.  We look forward to future 
collaborations as they emerge.” 
 
Ray Allen, Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program Executive Director, said, “This donation will help the 

Coastal Bend Bays & Estuaries Program continue our efforts to connect classrooms and communities to 

nature at the Nueces Delta Preserve.  CBBEP is thankful for the contributions from the ExxonMobil 

Foundation and SABIC and we look forward to continuing a partnership that seeks to protect the bays 

and estuaries of the Coastal Bend.” 

Tom Schmid, Texas State Aquarium President & CEO, said, “For nearly three decades ExxonMobil has 
supported our mission here at TSA. From their original gift to help build the first aquarium building, to 



support for our environmental education programs, this gift continues their legacy of support. We are 
also very grateful for the wonderful commitment from SABIC; we are excited to have them in our 
community, and we are thankful for their generous support. During this very active year for our Wildlife 
Rescue and Recovery program, this gift comes at a particularly important time for us.  We look forward 
to working with the SABIC and ExxonMobil teams as we continue to engage people with animals, inspire 
appreciation of our seas, and support wildlife conservation.” 
 
Gail Sutton, COO of the Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies at Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi and a founding partner of the “Sink Your Shucks” Oyster Recycling Program, said, “With 
the help of community partners, we’ve returned more than 1 million pounds of oyster shells to local 
waters to rebuild 14 acres of oyster reef. Contributions like this one from Gulf Coast Growth Ventures 
keep our program and our reef growing.  This recycling program works because it's simple and you get 
results quickly. We can take that oyster right from a customer’s plate back to the bay, rebuilding for the 
next generation.” 
 
Dr. Robert Dickey, Director of the University of Texas Marine Science Institute, said, “We are pleased 
and grateful to the ExxonMobil Foundation and SABIC to receive this $10,000 gift to support the UTMSI 
mission and vision for research, education and public outreach.” 
 

  
ExxonMobil 
Foundation SABIC 

Texas State 
Aquarium $20,000  $20,000  

CBBEP $10,000  $10,000  

Audubon Society $5,000  $5,000  

UTMSI $5,000  $5,000  

Hart Institute $5,000  $5,000  

TOTAL $45,000  $45,000  
 
GCGV is a project proposed by ExxonMobil and SABIC to build a plastics manufacturing plant in the 
Gregory-Portland area. The multi-billion dollar proposed investment would create thousands of jobs and 
stimulate economic growth in the region. The project, if completed, is expected to have 6,000 jobs at 
peak construction and, once operational, over 600 permanent jobs with an average salary of $90,000 
per year. 

### 
 

About ExxonMobil Chemical Company 
ExxonMobil Chemical Company is one of the largest petrochemical companies worldwide. The company 
holds leadership positions in some of the largest-volume and highest-growth commodity petrochemical 
products in the world. ExxonMobil Chemical Company has manufacturing capacity in every major region 
of the world, serving large and growing markets. More than 90 percent of the Company’s chemical 
capacity is integrated with large refineries or natural gas processing plants. To learn more, visit 
www.exxonmobilchemical.com.  
 
About SABIC 

http://www.exxonmobilchemical.com/


SABIC ranks among the world’s top petrochemical companies, and is among the world’s market leaders 
in the production of polyethylene, polypropylene, advanced thermoplastics, glycols, methanol and 
fertilizers. SABIC manufactures on a global scale in Saudi Arabia, the Americas, Europe and Asia Pacific. 
The company operates in more than 50 countries across the world with 34,000 employees worldwide. 
To learn more, visit www.sabic.com.  
 
CAUTIONARY STATEMENT: Statements of future events or conditions in this release are forward-looking 
statements. Actual future results, including project plans, schedules, and outcomes and future market 
positioning could differ materially due to changes in market conditions affecting the oil, gas and 
petrochemical industries or long-term price levels for oil, gas, refined products and petrochemicals; 
political or regulatory developments, including the granting of required permits and any changes in 
environmental laws; the occurrence and duration of economic recessions; the actions of competitors; 
technical or operating factors; the outcome of commercial negotiations; and other factors discussed 
under the heading "Factors Affecting Future Results" in the Investors section of our website 
(www.exxonmobil.com) and in Item 1A of our most recent Form 10-K. 

http://www.sabic.com/

